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Mossel Bay's recorded seafaring history begins with the arrival of

an expedition under the Portuguese navigator Bartolomeu Dias on

3 February, 1488 - although it's very likely that other nations

(the Phoenicians, Egyptians, Greeks, Arabs, Chinese or Indians) might
have visited South Africa’s coast in ancient times.

The details of Dias" expedition are sketchy because its records were
destroyed when the Castle of Sdo Jorge was burned to the ground
following an earthquake that rocked Lisbon in 1755 - but we do know
that it included two caravels (the Sao Cristovao and the S&o Pantaledo),
and a square-rigged support vessel (whose name has been lost, but
which sailed under the command of Dias' brother, Péro). And we know,
too, that those ships left Mossel Bay without incident.

Not so many others — as this map clearly demonstrates.

Resources

e Stories of the wrecks of Mossel Bay: www.bit.ly/Mwrecks

e Scuba diving in Mossel Bay:
www.visitmosselbay.co.za/play/adventures

e Visit the Bartolomeu Dias Museum Complex’s Maritime Museum
(it houses a full size replica of a caravel), and the Shell Museum
(Africa’s largest collection of molluscs): www.diasmuseum.co.za

e For information on our maritime and underwater cultural heritage,
visit SAHRA — the South African Heritage Resources Agency:
www.sahra.org.za
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KEY
1 Melbourne 1862
2 Star of the East 1861
3 Voortrekker 1993
4 Haliartus 1932
5 Cape Hangklip 1974
6 Maranata 1987
7 Cape Point 1982
8  PeterS 1986
9  Elephant 1750
10  La Fortune 1763
11 Trio Triomf 1981
12 Eclair 1938
13 Asiatic* 1884
14 Sabor 1943
15 Seal 1983
16 Lyndhurst 1911
17 'Soares Wreck' 1501
18  George T Hay 1906
19 Zara 1881
20 Louisa Dorothea 1882
21 Ruby 1866
22 Lady Pryse 1880
23 Philia 1880
24 Nancy 1848
25 Poseidon 1902
26 Kale 1849
27 Argyle 1860
28  Kingfisher 1928
29 Santos 1874
30 Mary 1824
31 Erin 1872
32 Martha 1845
33 Dennis 1864
34 Mary 1855
35 Annie Benn 1872
36  Firefly 1951
37 Galera 1892
38 Galatea 1846
39 Wilhelmine 1880
40  Huijs te Marquette™* 1734
41 Seagull 1894
42 King Cenric 1903
43 Rosebud 1888
44 Kron Prinsesse

van Denmark 1752
45 Susan Pardew 1872
46  Floating Dock 1902
* refloated  ** repaired

Map not to scale.

Protect our cultural resources: it's
illegal to remove any part of any
wreck on South Africa’s coast.

Mossel Bay Tourism ® Corner of Market & Church Streets ® Telephone: +27 (0)44 691 2202 e info@visitmosselbay.co.za

www.visitmosselbay.co.za




